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1. Additional visualisation request from the 
AONB 

1.1 Introduction  
1.1.1 The Examining Authority (ExA) issued a section 89 letter dated 8th July 2025 [PD-005] 

which requested an additional photomontage visualisation from a suitable location in 
Suffolk. This location was requested to be within or very close to the northern boundary 
of the AONB where the Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2) and Saxmundham 
Converter Station would both be visible (but not the Fromus bridge). 

1.1.2 Several locations were visited by the Applicant’s landscape architect specialists during a 
site visit on 11th August 2025 to further review potential intervisibility with the Suffolk 
Onshore Scheme, specifically the proposed Saxmundham Converter Station and 
Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2). This included the A1094 and the surrounding 
public rights of way network. The clearest view towards the proposed Saxmundham 
Converter Station and Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2) was determined to be 
from a layby on the A1094 on the edge of the AONB and to the south of the settlement 
of Friston. 

1.1.3 A Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) plan with the additional visualisation location has 
also been provided. This shows a new combination of layers not shown in the 
Environmental Statement submission to show specifically the theoretical visibility of the 
proposed Saxmundham Converter Station, the Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2) 
and their combined theoretical visibility. This excludes the Fromus Bridge from the total 
theoretical visibility. This demonstrates the highly limited combined theoretical visibility 
within or near to the northern boundary of the AONB. 

1.1.4 As shown by the ZTV, there are pockets of theoretical visibility (shown in blue) from the 
public rights of way network to the south of the settlement of Friston (also within the 
AONB) and on the approach to Friston along Aldeburgh Road (B1121) (outwith the 
AONB). Site appraisal revealed that from these locations, views towards the Suffolk 
Onshore Scheme are heavily screened by intervening built form on the edge of Friston 
and mature vegetation which assists in forming a physical and perceptual edge to the 
AONB. 

1.1.5 There is a short section along public bridleway E-260/003/A with the potential for 
recreational users to experience a view to the upper extent of the proposed 
Saxmundham Converter Station and Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2). This is 
where a break in the mature vegetation along the northern edge of the bridleway and 
the landform of the adjacent reservoir does not entirely screen views. However, this 
would be for a very short section of the bridleway in which the proposed Saxmundham 
Converter Station and Friston Substation (Friston Scenario 2) would be barely 
perceptible in the view due to the intervening vegetation present in the fore and mid-
ground, peripheral landform of the reservoir and the layered vegetation network in the 
background. The selected location from the layby on the A1094 therefore, provides the 
least obstructed location along the northern boundary of the AONB. 
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1.1.6 As requested in the ExA letter, the winter photography has now beenwill be captured 
and submitted to the ExA ahead of the 1st December 2025 deadline. This package will 
now includes the summer and winter baseline photography, year 1 winter and year 15 
summer to beand is consistent with the visualisation packages issued for the 
representative viewpoints within the Environmental Statement submission. 
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Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been
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Digital Terrain Model from OS OpenMap Local with
an assumed height of 7.5m.
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an assumed height of 10m.
The ZTV is based about a set of Fishnet points
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